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Foreword (Hans-Bernd Zöllner)

It's a special pleasure for me to write the foreword for this working paper which is a rather 

special issue in more than one way. The translator, Stephen Campbell, sent the text to me and 

asked if it could be included in the Myanmar Literature Project's series of Working Papers. 

After having a look at the work I realised first that Thakin Po Hla Gyi was no Nagani author  

but as a Thakin must have shared the political creed of the Nagani founders. Second and more 

important,  his  work complements  a  series  of  books and pamphlets  published by Nagani, 

notably  the  two  booklets  by  Ba  Hein  and  Thein  Pe  on  the  students'  revolution  and  the 

involvement in the strike of the oilfield workers in 1938 and the Indo-Burmese riots of the 

same year respectively (Working Papers 11 an 12 of this series). Therefore, it is very much 

suited to be included in ths series.

Thakin Po Hla Gyi's book very much contributes to understand the revolutionary spirit among 

the students, workers and nationalists in the year 1938 – 1300 according to the Burmese era. It 

would be worthwhile  to further  investigate the events  of that  year  and compare it  to  the 

upheavals in Burma's post-war history.

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  Stephen  Campbell  very  much  for  his  contribution  to  the 

Myanmar Lierature Project. The publication of the text coincides with the 75th anniversary of 

the Nagani Bok Club which will be celebrated in Yangon on November 4 th, 2012. Hopefully, 

this celebration and the changes happening in Myanmar these days will help to broaden the 

interest in the foundations of Burma's independence in the late colonial period, its impact on 

later  events  and  its  significance  for  understanding  Burmese  perceptions  of  society  and 

politics.

Hamburg, October 2012
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About the translator

Stephen  Campbell  is  a  PhD  student  in  the  Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of 

Toronto, researching precarious labour and worker organising among Myanmar migrants in 

Thailand.  He can be contacted via email at: stephen.campbell@utoronto.ca.  He is grateful to 

U Aung Khine for input on earlier drafts of this translation.
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I. INTRODUCTION (Stephen Campbell)

Thakin Po Hla Gyi (1908? – 1943?) was a true working class hero of Burma’s independence 

struggle.1  Born into a family of poor peasants, at the age of 14 he witnessed British colonial 

authorities arrest his father when the latter could not afford to pay his land taxes.  As a young 

man Po Hla Gyi found work as a manual labourer for the Burmah Oil Company (BOC) on the 

Magwe oil  fields.   It  was on  these  oil  fields  that  he  was later  to  take  a  leading role  in  

organising his co-workers for the 1938 uprising, the most significant series of workers’ strikes 

in the country’s colonial period.  The strikes erupted at the Chauk oil field on 8 - 9 January 

1938 and culminated in a workers’ march to Rangoon on 14 November that same year.2  Over 

the period of the conflict the strikes spread to other worksites (notably the Yenan-chaung oil 

field and the Syriam (Thanlyin) refinery), with over 10,000 workers taking part.

Although the strikes did not result in an undisputable success for the workers involved, 

they formed an important part of what became known as the “year of revolution”, which saw 

widespread popular unrest among the country’s workers, peasants and students.3 Amidst this 

unrest, members of the mass-based anti-colonial Dobama Association, which included Po Hla 

Gyi, agitated to connect the workers’ strikes to a broader anti-capitalist, anti-colonial agenda.

Like  all  members  of  the  Dobama Association,  Po Hla  Gyi  took  on the  title  thakin 

(master).  Due to his militancy in the strikes he also earned the epithet of alawaka (ogre).  As 

the strikes wore on, “The Ogre” Thakin Po Hla Gyi and his colleagues sought to raise funds 

for the striking workers by selling Po Hla Gyi’s recently written text  The Strike War for 4 

annas a piece at the Shwedagon Pagoda on 8 and 9 October 1938.4

1 In a recent biography, U Aung Soe writes that Thakin Po Hla Gyi was most likely born in 

1908, 1909 or 1910 and passed away in an unspecified year during the Japanese occupation 

(U  Aung  Soe,  2011,  1300  pyi  hnit  alawaka  thakin  po  hla  gyi,  Yangon:  Shwe-Pye-Son 

Publishing).

2 Khin Yi, 1988,  The Dobama Movement in Burma (1930-1938), Ithica: Cornell Southeast 

Asia Program, p. 98.

3 Clipson,  Edmund  B,  2010,  Constructing  an  intelligence  state:  the  development  of  the  

colonial security services in Burma 1930 – 1942, unpublished PhD thesis, Exeter: University 

of Exeter, p. 171.

4 Khin Yi, 1988,  The Dobama Movement in Burma (1930-1938), Ithica: Cornell Southeast 

Asia Program, p. 84.
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Aside  from being  a  means  of  raising  funds  and increasing  popular  support  for  the 

striking workers, The Strike War aimed at encouraging workers across the country to take the 

strike into their own hands as a revolutionary weapon with which to abolish both capitalism 

and colonial rule.  The style and content of The Strike War are therefore those of an agitational 

pamphlet,  rather than of an historical record or journalistic report (though an appendix of 

articles was included with the publication).  As such, some of the statistics (such as on wage 

rates) are contradictory and lack references.  These shortcomings are minor, however, in light 

of the text’s strengths.  What Thakin Po Hla Gyi provides us with here is an impassioned 

appeal  from within Burma’s  working class  to  see the country’s  independence struggle  as 

fundamentally anti-capitalist in character.  It is from this perspective that he condemns ethnic 

and  religious  conflict  for  dividing  the  working  class  and  thereby  undermining  the  anti-

capitalist, anti-colonial struggle.

The prominence of Thakin Po Hla Gyi in his own lifetime was short lived.  He passed 

away prematurely due to a stomach illness during the Japanese occupation.  Nonetheless, for 

his role in the oil workers’ uprising he has been canonised in Myanmar historiography as a 

leading figure in the country’s independence struggle.5  In 1968 The Strike War was reprinted 

by a Yangon-based publisher, and in 1987 the government of Burma issued a new 45 kyat  

currency note with Thakin Po Hla Gyi’s portrait shown on one side and the colonial oil fields 

on the other.  Hopefully, with this translation of The Strike War, English-language readers will 

come to more fully appreciate working class involvement in Burma’s anti-colonial struggle 

and the exemplary role of “The Ogre” Thakin Po Hla Gyi in that regard.

Stephen Campbell

Mae Sot, Thailand

September 2012

5 Han Tin, 2008, “Myanmar education: challenges, prospects and options,” in Dictatorship,  

disorder and decline in Myanmar, Monique Skidmore and Trevor Wilson (eds.), Canberra: 

ANU e-press, p. 113.
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II. IMAGE

Thakin Po Hla Gyi’s portrait as shown on the 45 kyat currency note issued by the government  

of Burma in 1987.
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III. TRANSLATION  (Stephen Campbell) 

 

Introduction 

 

The main reason for having written and published at such an appropriate moment this 

publication called The Strike War is that I want the poor and downtrodden to be victorious in 

any of the great strikes that occur in the conflict between the powerful, oppressive, thieving, 

deceiving, capitalist bandits and the downtrodden poor who are virtuous and noble.  It is with 

this main intention that I have in goodwill written this book. 

The reason for having this goodwill is that it can be seen in any of the great strikes of 

the downtrodden poor against the greedy capitalists that occur anywhere in the world that 

those who are wealthy practice gross injustices in their oppression of the weak.  I am able to 

point out what I have personally seen of the poor hardworking downtrodden labourers having 

to endure extortion in their lives of perpetual poverty and what seems like perpetual loss. 

Especially, in accordance with this sense of goodwill the motivation for writing this 

book is, given the insufficiency of various methods, to provide instructions and advice to the 

downtrodden poor of more effective means to fully uproot and destroy the root cause of the 

wicked capitalist system of greed, monopoly and extortion and to successfully fight to 

establish a paradise on earth for the poor downtrodden workers who are always enduring 

extortion. 

Among these various means, there should be no doubt that taking hold like a great 

weapon of the methods included in this publication called The Strike War will enable the easy 

abolishment of the capitalist system of exploitation, oppression and tyranny.  In other words, 

the poor must take hold of this great weapon that makes the capitalist robbers run for their 

lives trembling in fear. 

The reasons for this publication are (a) the problem of the wicked capitalist system of 

oppression that has been able to spread over and dominate the world, and (b) the additional 

big problem of the masses always losing to a handful of capitalists in any of the great strikes 

between the rich and the downtrodden poor.  Given the certainty of these methods, as is 

known by analysing their various characteristics, why do the downtrodden poor who are in 

the clenched fist of the enemy not dare to take hold of this effective weapon to gain liberation 

from oppression? 
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For these reasons, I hope that all the people and monks who fully examine this book 

called The Strike War, which has been written and published in accordance with the 

exhortations of the strike leaders who have fought in the great uprising of the famous oil field 

strike, will be able to critically analyse the causes of the problems that frequently arise in the 

strikes that occur due to persistent oppression and domination by the capitalists, as in the 

events between the greedy capitalists and the downtrodden poor that are included in this 

book. 

“The Ogre” Thakin Po Hla 
One of the oil field strike leaders 

Temporarily in Yangon 
 
 

Chapter 1 

Our great country of some 14 million people has suffered a terribly great loss ever since the 

day that it came under imperialist rule. 

It is important that we clearly note the various subterfuges of the imperialist capitalists 

that have prevented equality among us and prevented us from meeting our basic needs. 

In the text below, we will analyse the manner in which the imperialist capitalists who 

have us in their grip are subjugating us politically, decapitating our social potential, and 

strangling us economically. 

 

The burdens of the poor 

About 90 per cent of the population of Burma does farming or collects firewood.  These hard 

working poor people invest their strength each year in planting about 600 million kyat worth 

of rice, cotton and other agricultural products. 

About 1 ½ per cent of the population are oil workers who produce about 250 million 

kyat worth of petroleum, gasoline, and wax candles each year. 

About 1 ½ per cent are mine workers who mine about 300 million kyat worth of gold, 

silver, lead, zinc, copper and other kinds of minerals each year. 

About 1 per cent are poor people who chop down a total of about 400 million kyat 

worth of teak each year.  The remaining poor people work doing other odd jobs valued at 

about 80 million kyat. 

If Burma’s riches were not in foreigners’ hands but instead equally distributed to all the 

Burmese people, each household would be able to get a total of about 750 kyat per year. 
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All the ethnic nationalities of Burma who carry the dignity of such abundant natural 

resources are in absolute poverty with insufficient food and are scrambling to work without 

rest in order to live hand to mouth. 

Poor Burmese farmers get an average daily income of three annas per household.  

Workers get an average daily income of six annas.  The total income of approximately 95 per 

cent of poor people is roughly calculated at only about 100 million kyat per year. 

The total gross domestic product of about 1.6 billion kyat is completely falling into the 

hands of the imperialists. 

The capitalists ignore us while we so visibly invest our strength working to the point of 

exhaustion. 

 

Monopoly capitalists 

The national association called the Bulainjapul monopolises the rice and cotton industry.6 

Oil companies such as the BOC, IPB and PPC monopolise the oil industry.7 

The capitalist company called the Burma Corporation controls the mining industry. 

Timber companies such as Bombay-Burmah, Steel Brothers and Fukar monopolise the 

forestry industry. 

 

The oppression of landlords and capitalists 

The poor people are not able to make full use of the very little income that they get.  With the 

help of Indian landlords, Burmese landlords and other money lenders the imperialists do not 

freely hand over the low income of the poor but instead force them to repay interest. 

The capitalists who own the companies listed above are partners and directors in the 

great banks in Burma. 

 

Chapter 2 

 

The ill fate of Burma 

The poor are cowering like frogs beneath a log under the capitalist government’s punitive 

rate of taxation. 

In Japan, the price of oil that was extracted in Burma costs only about 14 annas per 

gallon. 
                                                      

6 The Bulainjapul was an employers’ association in colonial Burma, similar to a chamber of commerce. 
7 These include the Burmah Oil Company (BOC) and the Indo-Burma Petroleum Company (IBP). 
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It is evident that in Burma, however, the fact of having to pay 1 kyat and 5 annas per 

gallon is the result of the capitalist government’s deliberately unjust and one-sided tax 

increase. 

 

Burma’s irretrievable exported commodities 

Due to the monopoly of foreign capitalists everywhere over industry and trade the tens of 

millions received in profit from commodities that have been produced is all taken away to 

foreign countries with no way of being reclaimed.  We who are indigenous to this country are 

in permanent poverty, suffering from pangs of hunger without a base to stand on. 

Throughout the duration of the despicable unrestrained imperialist system we have not 

had one visible kernel of welfare. 

 

Imperialism as the cause of flooding in Burma 

Since the day that the imperialist system engulfed Burma the agricultural industry that we 

depend on has deteriorated with each passing day. 

The capitalists want to be able to easily carry off our Burma’s agricultural products, oil, 

minerals, rice, gold, silver, precious stones, teak and cotton.  They therefore built car roads 

and railroads.  While cutting off rivers and streams as they lay roads, the capitalists prioritise 

building as cheaply as possible, and they do not concern themselves with the agricultural land 

and alluvial plains in the surrounding areas. 

In some areas, in order to reduce costs while going over rivers and streams to lay roads 

the capitalists fill in some streams and constrict some rivers.  Due to some rivers and streams 

being closed off and silting up there is insufficient drainage, causing great dangers of 

flooding across the whole of Burma each year during the rainy season.  Due to the damage 

from that flooding poor farmers have endured many kind of suffering including death, the 

extensive destruction of agriculture, the destruction of homes and property, and the perishing 

of cattle, water buffalo and other animals. 

 

The spread of malaria resulting from imperialism 

When the capitalists thoughtlessly and hastily chop down the teak forests in Burma they float 

the timber along rivers and streams, leaving behind vast marshes and pools of mud as these 

rivers and streams are blocked off and silt up.  As a result, malaria spreads and thousands of 
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poor men and women of our country die from the disease.   Reforestation and malaria 

protection departments have been opened in name only. 

The capitalists do not concern themselves with improving health and agriculture.  

About ten years ago Burmese farmers got a household income of about 11 kyat per month.  

However, as the price of rice has fallen by half that income is now only about 5 kyat per 

household. 

 

Why has Burma lost its gold? 

Although the finances of poor farmers have been devastated as a result of the price of rice 

having fallen by half, they cannot get even a slight reduction in the required payment of 

agricultural land tax and the interest owed to landlords.  Therefore, at the time the price in 

rice fell our women had to remove and hand over their jewellery of gold, silver and precious 

stones in order to appease the excessive greed of the foreign capitalists who are like thirsty 

cows.  Now, there is no gold on the arms of our women.  They are like dizzy people who 

have no smelling salts. 

 

A system whereby those who starve, starve and those who profit, profit 

Just like it is said that doctors profit when people are sick, although the fall in the price of rice 

brought about pangs of hunger among the poor the monopolising capitalists gained tens of 

millions in profit from rice.  That year [1930] the capitalists gained a net profit of more than 

approximately 40 million kyat. 

 

Why is Burma boiling in rebelling rather than staying calm? 

It is evident that the great rebellion that emerged all over Burma about eight years ago [1930] 

was instigated by the harassment and rape of the poor by the landlords and major capitalists. 

 

The hostages of imperialism 

The ripples caused by the extreme fall in the price of rice are until now not calm.  The people 

are being crushed due to the oppression of this unjust and dirty system which requires that the 

thousands of poor farmers who have been unable to pay the agricultural land tax and 

capitation tax be given notice and prosecuted, their assets that cannot be moved be 
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confiscated with a warrant, and that they be arrested and imprisonment. (According to an 

excerpt from the 1935 Annual General Administration Report)  

 

The historical causes of the wearing down of the poor 

The history of Burma from about eight years ago [1930] is the history of irrigation canals, 

land,  houses, gold, silver, precious stones and valuable items gradually passing from the 

hands of the poor Burmese into the hands of the imperialists, landlords and Chettiars. 

Presently, about 40 per cent of the agricultural land in Burma is in the hands of 

agricultural landlords and Chettiars.  Either by contract or through a change of name the 

remaining agricultural land is falling into the hands of Chettiars.   

Similarly, the poor workers are gradually suffering a reduction in their monthly wages.  

The capitalists are gradually taking away what little relief the workers and poor people 

previously had.  The number of those unemployed is increasing day by day.  As our economy 

has been dwindling away with each passing day we no longer have any comfort. 

 

 

Chapter 3 

 

The extortion of the capitalist BOC 

It is evident that with the capitalist oil companies sucking our fat and blood in grinding 

oppression we have become impoverished, fragile and hungry. 

The huge capitalist BOC (according to the 1937 annual report it pocketed a profit of 75 

million kyat) is paying only 5 million kyat in wages to all the workers who are sweating from 

head to toe working at all times of the day and just barely staying alive.  Just like the saying 

“to carrying two water pots on a single head,” the workers have had to take on two duties.  

The combined total of wages and profit is about 80 million kyat.  The workers’ share must be 

taken from that 80 million kyat.  The value of commodities is determined according to the 

time worked for their production.  In the labour time that must be worked in order to get 80 

million kyat, calculating how much time must be worked for the capitalists’ profit and how 

much work time must be worked for the workers’ wages, the workers’ share is calculated at 

only one sixteenth.  If we divide according to time, in the eight hours per day that the workers 

work they work only half an hour for themselves.  The remaining seven and a half hours is 

forced work time for the capitalists to be able to extort profit.  One worker gets an average of 
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one kyat per day.  Therefore, if one worker produces commodities valued at 16 kyat, he or 

she gets one kyat as his or her wage.  The worker must produce 15 kyat for the profit of the 

capitalist BOC. 

If analysed in this way, all those who understand basic economics must admit that these 

statistics are possible. 

How strange it is that the capitalists inhale using the workers’ nostrils.  Cutting us 

down, strangling us and sucking our fat and blood in this way is the expression of this bad 

system which completely takes away our dignity. 

 

The political meaning 

Politics is the real economics.  The law of politics is the proscription that the ruling group 

follows and directs in order to increase its prosperity.  Politics and economics cannot be 

separated.  In short, the significance of the task that we carry out to free our great country of 

Burma is the return of exports of about 1.6 billion kyat back into the hands of the poor 

Burmese. 

 

Chapter 4 

 

Social relations in the capitalist era 

If we reconsider social relations, the rights of the poor are impoverished from all sides.  

Those who earn their livelihood from manual labour are suffering in poverty without basic 

needs, serving others while their rights are violated from all sides.  Ever since the year that 

the price of rice fell by half, the poor farmers have been unable to get back on their feet.  

From that time until now the poor in this great country of Burma have lived on one meal per 

day.  They wear just a waist cloth with nothing on their backs.  Just like it is said “to build a 

fence with twigs, a roof with leaves, and posts with sticks,” they must live in a house of just 

seven thatch shingles and seven floor boards.  For however long the capitalist system lasts, 

we will live lives worse than slaves such that we cannot reverse our ill fate. 

The poor Burmese are now so impoverished that their clothing is thin enough to see 

through and they do not even have leftover scraps of rice and water to consume.  And the 

women who make up about half of our population must suffer along with us the financial 

penalty of that foul upside-down system. 
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The ill fate of women 

As for our women, their character was ruined when they sold themselves for the sake of their 

livelihood and though they did not want to they had to earn a living doing sordid deeds.  This 

form of livelihood based on sordid activities has spread across the whole of Burma. 

As a result of the imperialist system our women have been scorched and roasted in the 

hands of the capitalists, like a deer falling into the hands of a tiger. 

 

Returning to the era when virgins had to be handed over 

The capitalist era that has arrived is like ancient times when virgins had to be handed over to 

immortal dark sorcerers, such as the dekaton, ayigyi and shinmahtee.8  Have these sorcerers 

been reborn as capitalists?  Presently, these modern dark sorcerers wear the masks of 

capitalists and bring about the dominance of this dirty system over our great country of 

Burma.  Those extremely boorish dark sorcerers with long hair, long beards and black robes 

who were able to demand any woman they wanted and who are said to have existed in 

ancient Bagan can be seen right here and now.  In ancient times virgins had to be handed over 

to those dark sorcerers for a period of seven days.  However, our women must be handed 

over to the iniquitous imperialists for as long as those imperialists so desire. 

 

A wife can be bought with a basket of rice 

If China is famous as the poorest country in the world, then when a young woman can be 

bought for five kyat our country of Burma must really be the grandfather in matters of 

poverty.  If the world does not yet know that due to the destruction of the agricultural 

industry in Burma’s countryside possession of women who have fallen into financial ruin can 

be bought for just one basket of rice, it is because the capitalists have restricted the news. 

In order to completely abolish this dirty and foul situation we must rebel and demolish 

the capitalist system from the root. 

 

Chapter 5 

 

Like muzzled cattle 

Although we must unavoidably struggle, greatly exhausted, ploughing and cultivating in the 

hot season and the rainy season, the capitalist give us no rights, while everywhere 

                                                      
8 The dekaton, ayigyi and shinmahtee were three types of tantric monks during the Bagan period. 
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constraining us like muzzled cattle in the rice fields, and taking the economic gains that we 

produce with our lives. 

The capitalists have broken the world record in death due to plague, small pox, sexually 

transmitted diseases, malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy and mental derangement due to their 

cruelty against the poor who reside in Burma, which is crowded with pagodas, abundant in 

precious stones, rice, gold and silver, and for which the imperialists in their arrogance have 

taken credit saying that it is like an invaluable ruby of the British Empire. 

The downtrodden who suffer and have not yet been freed from their present distress 

and gone on to the land of death must endure hunger catching and eating mice, lizards, 

scorpions, turtles and snails that have not yet been monopolized and taxed by the capitalists.  

In addition, some people have become weak and have died due to eating tree roots, wild fruits 

and banana trunks. 

It is so very astounding that we die in these many horrible and unnatural ways under the 

authority of the imperialist system. 

To the extent that the poor Burmese workers and farmers have become impoverished, 

the capitalists and their lackeys have increased their riches and have had good fortune rain 

down on them like jewels. 

 

Chapter 6 

 

The economic disparity between the rich and the poor 

The great blood sucking monopoly capitalist companies are pocketing a profit of about 400 

million kyat each year by confiscating the core of Burma’s riches, like rice, oil, minerals, 

timber and cotton.  The salary of Burma’s governor who is the highest ranking executioner is 

about 150,000 kyat per year.  The salaries of high court judges and deputy commissioners are 

about 100,000 kyat per year.  The directors, ministers and members of parliament who are the 

main lackeys of the imperialists get between 50,000 and 200,000 kyat per year. 

The low ranking military police who have the responsibility of risking their lives to 

suppress uprisings of bandits or rebellions that occur and disrupt peace whenever the poor 

people of the country suffer from hunger and scarcity as a result of the instigations of the 

imperialist system get only 12 to 24 kyat per month.  On average, poor Burmese workers and 

farmers get only 9 to 20 pies per person per day.9 

                                                      
9 A “pie” was a currency amount in colonial Burma.  There were 12 pies in 1 anna, and 192 pies in 1 rupee. 
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Just like painting the faces of one’s roosters with soot so that they will not recognise 

each other and thus be willing to fight, under the present system, the duration of which is 

impossible to guess, the capitalists use subterfuges to divide the lower class civil servants and 

poor people who have shared economic interests, and repeatedly submerge us under water. 

 

The inequality of residence 

Among the lackeys and servants of the imperialists, the governor who is a respected person 

and the central chairperson has the opportunity to live in a personal mansion that is in actual 

fact about 100,000 square feet in area.  As for the high court judges and deputy 

commissioners, managers, directors and senior and junior ministers, they similarly have the 

opportunity to reside in well furnished enclosures of about 50,000 square feet in area. 

As for the poor workers, they have lost their homes, become financially ruined and 

become fully impoverished.  Some poor people, being homeless without as much as a seed’s 

weight in personal possessions, are living in the alleys between buildings and avoiding police 

patrols.  When they again rent a home with their monthly salary, since they cannot afford the 

rent, they must live in narrow 300 square-foot rooms that are so cramped with about 50 

workers in each that there is no floor space on which to walk and there is not even enough 

room to roll over while you sleep.  Although they may want to get up at night and go to the 

toilet, since there is no space to walk they worry about stepping on those who are sleeping 

and can barely restrain their bowels. 

In summary, although the imperialists, who comprise only about 0.1 per cent of the 

population of Burma, are able to engage in commercial enterprises valued at over 

160,000,000,000 kyat, they only pay the poor, who comprise 95 per cent of the population, a 

daily wage of about 2 annas per person. 

 

Although we did not want this fight, the fight has been started 

Like a goat that wakes a sleeping elephant, the wealthy capitalists who are a very small 

minority initiated a fight with us who are in the majority, with contempt, persistent 

harassment, and hysterical unrestrained threats.  And although we did not want to fight, and 

although we have wanted to live peacefully, it is not possible. 
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The characteristics of police and detective offices 

Like thieves accusing others, is it not the case that the capitalists who take our fingerprints 

and photographs in the police stations and detective offices look down on us like criminals 

and fugitives? 

 

So many ways of becoming slaves 

We are slaves of overwork and we are slaves to debt.  When farmers and poor people lose 

their farms due to the free handed, unrestrained persecution of the landlords and financiers 

who live off of vast interest, their whole lives becomes like those of slaves.  As a result of the 

factory workers being boxed in and having their blood and fat squeezed by the capitalists 

they fall up to their neck in debt, to a condition worse than slavery.  

 

In so many ways we have become slaves 

It is as clear as strands of rice noodles that not only is our potential stunted but we will be 

unable to recover in the future as a result of these base social relations that have given the 

imperialists absolute power to dominate us with unjust force and work us until we are 

sobbing and utterly exhausted so that they do not lose a single day, month, hour, or fraction 

of a minute of labour time.  

We will therefore certainly rebel and demolish from the root this unjust, evil imperialist 

system which fosters the imperialists’ greed and misleads them into wanting our wealth and 

the destruction of our lives. 

 

Chapter 7 

 

Why was there a global financial collapse? 

We have come to realise that the global financial collapse which presently engulfs the whole 

world is the result of the imperialist system that has given capitalists who do not work the 

opportunity to possess factories, mines and agricultural land, yet has given no opportunity at 

all to possess property to the poor who are in the majority and who work to the point of 

exhaustion with sweat dripping from their forehead to their feet. 
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Imperialism and unemployment 

The indigenous nationals residing in Burma who are in the majority have no chance to touch 

even with their finger tips the property that the capitalist imperialists exploit and take away.  

Using our profit the capitalists manufacture and make use of amazing tools.  And they still 

plan to further reduce the number of workers.  We should not disparage these amazing 

creations that have been made with great effort.  Instead of improving the living standards of 

us workers, the capitalists will use these advanced tools to further replace workers.  The poor 

will thus have to ceaselessly endure the harms of the capitalist system such as increased 

unemployment, loss of workers’ livelihoods, increased starvation, a worsening situation, and 

more exhausting work for those who still have jobs. 

We must completely abolish the system in which the capitalists take no responsibility at 

all for the lives of those who are made unemployed by the use of new equipment and tools. 

 

Those who have the same economic interests as the poor 

Workers such as clerks, secretaries, merchants, brokers, lawyers, and small-scale vendors 

who carry their goods on their head or with a yoke on their shoulders live on the same land, 

drink the same water, eat from the same pot, and have the same economic interests as the 

poor.  The poor who are the majority in Burma do not have the opportunity to use their 

income in Burma.  Those workers of a higher economic standing who earn their income 

though their close relations with the poor are only able to share in the income of the poor. 

If the poor had more income, they would be more comfortable.  Is it not evident that the 

workers and farmers have lost hope as their economic position has been ruined due to the 

daily worsening of their situation? 

 

Why must reinforcements be sent? 

Those who make their living as clerks, merchants, lawyers and hawkers in the market are 

therefore connected with poor workers through shared economic circumstances.  When it is 

accepted that, as though in one boat on the same journey, the affairs of the poor are our 

affairs and the struggle of the poor is our struggle, we must not avoid our duty to participate 

in the uprising of the poor by providing support in the form of reinforcements, 

encouragement, and financial assistance. 
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Chapter 8 

 

The Indo-Burmese riots 

The emergence of the Indo-Burmese riots that are currently taking place is a great problem.  

We will consider the reason for the sudden emergence of these riots together with the 

historical sequence. 

 

The poisonous seed the imperialists planted 

When the imperialists planted that seed they knew it would bear fruit.  As though cutting 

down a whole bush in order to get at a rabbit, the imperialists enacted Burma’s immigration 

law and brought about the Indo-Burmese riots.  In Burma, indigenous Burmese nationalities 

and Indian ethnic groups have lived together in unity without fighting for a thousand years. 

Having lived together like that, we can guess whose instigation has brought about the 

awful emergence of the present situation after just a small number of years of imperialist 

domination.  About 60 years ago the imperialists spent many millions of kyat in order to have 

Burma’s immigration law enacted.  They gave large amounts of money to coolie leaders as 

advanced payment for travel and food expenses in order to bring poor Indians to Burma.  The 

intention of the capitalists at that time was to bring about a low wage for workers by means of 

these cash payments. 

 

The matter of ethnic conflict 

At that time the poor Burmese were only interested in agricultural work.  Since the 

capitalists’ monopoly had not yet been established, it was easy to conduct business from all 

sides.  The capitalists used the immigration law to resolve the difficulty of having to pay a 

high price in order to hire for factory work the poor Burmese who were only interested in 

agriculture. 

Starting from the day that the immigration law was established, Indians without status 

or position in India have been coming to Burma without cease.  There are now a total of at 

least one million Indians in Burma.  By paying wages to hire destitute Indians lacking status 

or position who are just barely getting enough food to survive, the capitalists have been able 

to increase their extreme profits each day. 
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At that time agricultural products got a good price.  From 1900 to 1931 the amount of 

agricultural land in Burma increased from 11 to 18 million acres.  At that time the price of 

100 baskets of rice increased from 50 kyat to 200 kyat. 

 

The start of the nationalist movement 

Around 1920 some Burmese came to realise the grinding oppression of the imperialist 

system.  When the enterprises of indigenous fledgling capitalists, merchants, rice mill owners 

and nationalist employers were gradually ruined due to the pervasive monopoly resulting 

from the imperialist system, the nationalist movement began to emerge.  A small number of 

Burmese started paying attention to the constraints and monopoly of the small Indian 

capitalists who had arrived everywhere and carried out widespread activities.  By importing 

into Burma very cheap modern finished products from great capitalist countries like America, 

Japan and those in Europe the enterprises of indigenous commodity producers collapsed. 

Gradually as the Burmese became poorer and poorer they became interested in working 

in modern industrial enterprises.  However, since they could not compete in that economic 

sector, aside from being dissatisfied with foreigners, and especially Indians, there were other 

special matters.  In lower Burma few Burmese factory workers could be seen prior to 1929.  

At that time, just as agricultural work was for the Burmese, industrial work was for the 

Indians. 

As the price of rice had not yet fallen, agriculture was able to sustain those whose 

businesses had been destroyed due to the imperialist system.  With the fall in the price of rice 

resulting from the global financial collapse that emerged starting in 1929 people abandoned 

agriculture and sought out other commercial enterprises. 

In can be see that the Indians pre-empted the poor Burmese in looking for work in the 

large train companies and motorised boats companies that transported merchandise and 

travellers along the water shipping routes.  As for the Burmese who later got the idea to earn 

a livelihood with merchant trade, since they were similarly pre-empted by the Indians they 

were unable to get a place for themselves and it was very difficult to compete with the 

Indians who were frugal and skilled.  At that time it was like the saying that when the 

Burmese woke up the clothes were already gone. 

In sum, since it could be seen that the Indians were prospering in every miniscule 

economic sector, dissatisfaction emerged among the Burmese. 
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Because of whom have we been impoverished? 

Very few people have come to realise that the whole of Burma has now fallen destitute as a 

result of being boxed in and constrained by powerful imperialist structures like that mining 

companies, oil companies, companies that have monopolies over agricultural products, and 

large banks.  

 

The imperialists’ method of striking once and cutting twice 

With the collapse of agriculture, the poor masses of Burmese farmers moved into industrial 

work and brought down the price of labour more and more.   The number of unemployed 

workers who were unable to sell their labour increased more and more.  Just like when goods 

cannot be sold the price will fall, when the number of unemployed workers increased the 

wages of those who had work fell.  The capitalists were able to benefit from the fruits of 

getting much profit by planting the seed of the immigration law and being able to easily rule 

by causing dissention. 

The major 1930 Indo-Burmese riot started because of competition between Burmese 

and Indians coolie stevedores.  Starting from that time ethnic hatred gradually increased in 

the hearts of the poor Burmese. 

Just as boils gradually swell and eventually erupt, there were frequently causes for the 

eruption of the Indo-Burmese riot. 

In sum, starting from a struggle over the scraps of meat on the bones discarded by the 

imperialists, the Burmese and Indians came to hate each other. 

 

The strategy of divide-and-rule 

While confronting and blaming each other, the Burmese and the Indians have gradually 

drowned in the dissention instigated by the imperialists. 

Like a dog that runs south chasing after a rabbit that runs north, the Burmese and 

Indians have struck at the wrong target.  When the imperialist system that has brought about 

poverty is completely abolished, this major conflict will be resolved. 

 

Independence and the oil field strike 

Even since the day that the Indo-Burmese riot began, the oil field uprising that is part of the 

independence movement has faded from public attention. 
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The British capitalists who are dividing the world and causing dissention 

The astonishing British imperialists are world famous for their subterfuges.  We must 

understand well that the riots that have frequently emerged are caused by the dissention that 

has manifest in all the places that have come under British authority. 

 

Please re-examine the problem of separating or joining [Burma with India] 

This kind of riot occurred in Burma once in 1930 and now in 1938.  Each time these riots 

have occurred they have caused the uprisings of the poor against the capitalists to fade from 

public attention.  The capitalists’ stratagem of causing dissention has been able to bring about 

division between those who have been close.  We should be mindful of the fact that when the 

problem of dissention has emerged, Burmese people have become disunited. 

In India, the Hindu-Muslim conflict is in ceaseless turmoil up to the present day.  And 

in the Palestinian territory and Arab territories the Jewish-Arab conflict has not yet calmed 

down. 

And in the British Isles the imperialists have brought about conflict among the poor 

Irish and the poor English.  The issue of ethnic riots is a mighty antidote to the poison of 

imperialism. 

The imperialists make it seem as though the starvation of the poor Burmese is caused 

by the entry of Indians into Burma.  In reality the poor Burmese and the poor Indians 

compete with each other to become slaves.  We should not forget that it is the imperialist 

system which causes the increasing starvation of the impoverished majority. 

 

Indians cannot be driven out of the country so long as there is imperialism 

Indians are being brought into Burma due to the desire of the imperialists.  Although the 

Indians might be abused, they will not leave so long as the imperialist system which wants 

them to come remains in place.  In 1930, at the time of the first Indo-Burmese riot, there was 

a total of only 500,000 Indians in Burma.  The fact that at present the number of Indians has 

increased to one million is clear proof of this. 

 

“This is our plan! This is our plan!” 

It can be seen that each time a strike uprising occurs an Indo-Burmese riot follows and covers 

over the strike.  Given that the novels, bioscopes, pamphlets and newspapers that have 
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instigated the Indo-Burmese riot have not been banned but have instead been allowed to be 

distributed freely, we should guess what the plan is in the minds of the imperialists.  

It can be immediately seen that with the emergence of the Indo-Burmese riot, the 

capitalist government promulgates in reference to that riot many new laws and imposes 

restrictions on political activities. 

With the oil field strike quieting down as a result of the Indo-Burmese riot, the 

capitalists and their servants are loudly cheering “This is our plan!  This is our plan!” 

 

The affairs of the poor are the main issue 

We slaves are engaged in petty internecine fighting.  There is no prestige in it at all.  And we 

fail to get at the real issue.  As a result of the Indo-Burmese riot our independence has gotten 

further and further away.  We should understand that by stirring up religion and ethnicity the 

matter of the poor vanishes. 

 

The imperialists’ divisive ways 

When one ethnicity and another, one group and another, one religion and another are not on 

good terms but instead confront each other with hostility, then the imperialists can very easily 

rule.  The imperialists have caused dissention among us with psychological tricks and other 

means.  They have broken up our countries into many parts and have ruled over us.  Please 

look at how they have divided countries from each other, such as India and Burma, and 

Burma and the Shan States. 

Imperialism and war 

We will only live in peace after the disappearance of the crooked imperialist system that is 

bringing about dissention in the minds of the people by dividing states with boundaries in 

order to bring about conflicts between ethnic groups and religions.  It can be clearly seen that 

imperialism is the reason why the whole world is not at peace but is instead in turmoil with 

the threat of war. 

Chapter 9 

 

The essence of government10 

The great materialist philosopher Karl Marx who laid the foundation of socialism around a 

hundred years ago said that modern governments are just executive organisations charged 

                                                      
10 For the sake of coherency, a chapter break has been added here, which does not exist in the original text.  
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with acting in the service of the capitalist economy.  We can see the undeviating truth of that 

statement in the pattern of imperialism and war. 

If we look at the new Government of Burma Act of 1935, it is evident that the law 

confers complete authority into the hands of the governor, for whom the capitalists are 

pulling the strings.  It is therefore clear that the law of the government is the law of the 

capitalists.  The capitalist government makes capitalist laws and must act in accordance with 

capitalist economics. 

The imperialist capitalists kick us down and in order to increasingly strengthen 

themselves and prevent us from standing up the imperialist machine opens up departments 

for the oppression of the poor.  These departments are extracting and making use of millions 

of kyat in taxes, as is evident from the table below. 

 

Departments of oppression 

 

 Department Amount 
(hundreds of thousands) 

Tax % 

1 Taxation department 163.9 10.6 
2 Income tax department 190.26 12.2 
3 Departments for special expenses and monthly 

pensions for the courageous deeds of the capitalists’ 
major lackey slaves. 

151.58 9.8 

4 Defence department 209.36 13.5 
5 General administration department 111.63 7.5 
6 Auditing department 17.56 1.1 
7 Department of law courts  55.36 3.6 
8 Police department 154.41 6.6 
9 Prison and detention department 34.10 2.2 

10 Shan State and Burma communications department 57.32 3.8 
 Total 1144.67 74.2 

 

Departments of national development 

 

 Department Amount 
(hundreds of thousands) 

Tax % 

1 Education department 99.80 6.4 
2 Health department 60.48 3.9 
3 Department of agriculture and animal husbandry 16.38 1.1 
4 Department of industrial development 2.18 0.1 
5 Finance department 5.63 0.4 
 Total 184.87 11.5 
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110 million and 20 million 

Look how much falls on the side of the imperialists! 

Putting their foot on our neck, the imperialists oppress us with disrespectful speech and 

threaten us with weapons.  Over 110 million kyat is being thoughtlessly spent on departments 

that have been appointed to rampage and rape as though in a delirious fever.  Just 20 million 

kyat is spent for education and healthcare that are of benefit to us nationals.  Therefore, in all 

countries that have been overwhelmed by imperialism terrible, yet unnecessary, situations 

such as an abundant lack of education, a high frequency of disease, and a density of crime are 

getting worse day-by-day. 

If we look at the education situation in Burma, it remains worse than other enslaved 

countries.  However, as shown in the table below, the monthly salary of the education 

minister who has been granted complete authority to monopolise the slave education system 

is twice as much as the monthly salaries of similar officials in other enslaved countries. 

 

The salaries of education ministers 

 

 Country Monthly salary 
1 Malay Archipelago 1,633 kyat 
2 Sri Lanka 1,800 kyat 
3 Egypt 2,050 kyat 
4 Burma 3,013 kyat 

  

Capitalist governments spend on average for the education of each national per year the 

amounts in the table below. 

 

Country 
Annual expenses 
kyat annas 

1 Sri Lanka 3 8 
2 Malay Archipelago 3 6 
3 Egypt 3 2 
4 Thailand 1 2 
5 Burma 1 6 

 

Looking at the above statistics, it is clear that the minister’s monthly salary uses up all of the 

money apportioned for education.  Not only is Burma inferior in education when compared 

with other enslaved countries, but compared to big countries it is a different as an ant and 

Brahma. 
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There are therefore many illiterate people in Burma.  In great countries such as 

America, Japan and those in Europe the percentage of the population that is literate is from 

30 to 40.  In Russia the percentage of the population that is literate is still more than 95.  As 

for Burma, it is only about 3 per cent. 

 

The increase in suffering people 

Not only is the imperialist system oppressing the poor, but by afflicting them with diseases 

the population of the poor who fall into lives of suffering increases more and more each day.  

Just like that the imperialists are able to easily oppress them and force them into lives of 

slavery. 

Under the imperialist authority we are unable to enjoy the normal privileges of life and 

a humane standard of living. 

 

Imperialism that causes the spread of ignorance 

When nationals are illiterate and engulfed in ignorance it benefits the imperialists.  As long as 

the upside-down imperialist system is dominant, education will be useless. 

  

The poor and the students must rebel 

The poor workers and young students therefore have the same lot.  For the students to 

assemble and fight, having one voice with the forces of the poor who have been at the 

frontlines rebelling against the imperialist system, providing them with reinforcements, 

encouragement, advice and financial support, is a great responsibility, though it is not easy. 

 

Infant deaths due to imperialism 

If we look from the side of health, according the table above, the imperialist government 

disregards the obvious issue of health.  We do not have the opportunity to meet basic health 

requirements, eat enough to satisfy our hunger, or to wear decent clothing.  As a result of our 

wives, sisters, female cousins and others being weighed down with us with the burden of the 

current wicked system, they cannot eat their fill of nutritious rice and so when they give birth 

to treasured children, the children pass away during the age of breast feeding before reaching 

maturity because they were born malnourished.  This is according to a birth and death list 

from not many years ago.  In the township of Chauk 74 per cent of children die before they 

are one year old. 
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Regarding these horrible, startling and extensive deaths, the annual report of the 

midwifery department shows that the reason is because the children’s mothers do not get 

regular daily meals and are short of energy. 

 

The capitalist hell on earth 

The situation of the workers who must work in the factories, offices, mines, oil fields, lumber 

mills, rice mills, cotton mills and oil refineries are so bad that the workers cannot see well or 

breathe well.  Because the workers who must work on the oil fields breathe in poisonous 

sulphur and oil fumes daily, after some time their heart becomes wrecked and they are 

afflicted with many kinds of liver disease.  Similarly, workers who must work in mineral, gas 

and lead departments must endure extreme heat and light.  Due to injury they go blind before 

long.  As workers handle and come in contact with petroleum wax and other petroleum by-

products on a daily basis they become completely afflicted with skin ailments. 

Since they are unable to inhale sufficient clean air the signs of being afflicted with lung 

disease are visible on seemingly all of the workers.  As a result of inhaling harmful poisons 

such as lead, minerals and phosphorus, thousands of workers completely break down and die.  

According to the report of the Commission of Inquiry, for every one hundred healthy workers 

in the oil field company, two die due to accidents, five people mangle their hands beyond 

recovery, seemingly every worker experiences ordinary injuries, and all workers die 

prematurely due to ailments resulting from the injuries accumulated over a long period of 

time at workplaces with unhealthy conditions. 

 

We should upturn the imperialist system 

The capitalists are worried that the workers will come to fully know the above matters.  

Therefore, the capitalist government prohibits as much as is possible education that will 

increase knowledge.  In order for us to be relieved we must upturn and transform these 

workplace conditions. 

Chapter 10 

 

Who are the owners of property: workers or capitalists? 

The production of new commodities depends on the mental and physical abilities of workers.  

Although capitalists select and put to work capable and important workers, they do not 

concern themselves with the health of these workers. 



29 

In agriculture, farmers have a responsibility to increase the strength and abundance of 

their draft animals.  Only in this way will it be possible to fully and finally complete the 

farming process. 

 

Capitalist who do not buy draft animals 

Capitalists do not take responsibility for workers as much as farmers have a responsibility to 

take care of their draft animals.  With no consideration, capitalists thoughtlessly fire workers, 

however long their length of service, whose abilities have degenerated due to old age or other 

reasons. 

Just as a cross-eyed person will come in to replace a blind person, so long as there is a 

large population of unemployed people outside the capitalists’ workplace, the capitalists will 

squeeze out even more than the workers’ existing labour power.  The capitalists do this by 

getting their lackeys, who misuse their power, to employ many kinds of unjust methods such 

as dropping the wages of employed workers to the lowest level, violently enforcing work in 

the workplace, and enforcing overtime work. 

 

The reality of the poor 

There will only be mental and physical strength when there is nutrition.  Only when workers 

are able to take sustenance from abundant, clean and sufficiently nutritious food will their 

mental and physical strength be full.  Alternatively, if they are unable to regularly eat rice and 

wear sufficient clothing that can protect them from the heat and the cold, from where will 

they be able to get full physical and mental strength and health? 

 

Changing matter into life 

Just like that, little energy goes in and much goes out, and day-by-day our fat, blood, flesh 

and skin become horribly thin and faded.  Our lifespan becomes shorter and shorter.  The 

profit and riches that are oppressively and completely taken away by the imperialist minority 

are our fat, blood, flesh and skin that have been transferred as objects to the capitalists. 

 

The workers’ method of breathing meditation 

We poor workers must fully meditate on our bodies in accordance with the method of 

meditation.  Each month we must sacrifice to the capitalists our bodies, which are masses of 

32 component parts, such as flesh, bone, fat and blood.  However, the capitalists have no 
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need for our body, which is not a machine but a putrid corpse.  The capitalists only have a 

need for our strength to work.  Fire is the cause that brings about that strength. 

 

Workers’ daily combustion of oxygen 

Just as cars can only be driven upon combustion when gasoline and oxygen are ignited, when 

we subsist on rice, which is only a nutritious fuel, and our bodies combust daily the oxygen in 

air, we wholly sacrifice to the capitalists the strength that we get from that combustion.  

According to the nature of mortal beings, we must breathe the oxygen in the air in order to 

get energy from combustion.  If we burn more, we get more energy.  Be careful of exhaustion 

due to overwork. 

Because the capitalists forcibly make us work to the point withering away, we must 

work sobbing and exhausted.  And for our basic needs the capitalists do not give us sufficient 

allowances. 

 

A system that shortens the lives of the poor 

Always, where four to five people are needed to work, the number of people is reduced and 

just one is employed.  Workers are roughly and forcibly made to work by decree.  Standard 

work times are set and those workers who go over the set times are fired.  As a result of 

methods such as these we die prematurely. 

 

The dirty behaviour of the capitalists 

The capitalists commit intolerable injustices against workers with many kinds of despicable 

practices such as looking for offenses without reason and imposing fines; requiring payment 

of compensation for broken tools; looking for offenses and firing workers who are nearing 

their pension; not taking responsibility for ailments acquired at the workplace; not paying 

compensation for injuries; when paying compensation, violating the compensation law and 

not paying the precise compensation; and meddling in all areas. 

 

The reduction of our lifespan from 40 to 24 years 

Due to the harm caused by the imperialists, the average lifespan of us Burmese which was 40 

years has now been reduced to 24 years.  Like a cunning tiger that lives by catching and 

eating various kinds of deer, the capitalists live by consuming the lifeblood of other people. 
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Under the authority of the imperialist system we are impoverished and we lack the 

basics of human life. 

 

We should understand our poverty 

In a lamp that is not regularly filled with oil, before long the fire burns up the fuel and dies 

out.  Similarly, when our fat, blood, flesh and skin wither, our lifespan is cut short.  We 

should not accept our poverty, which has come about due to the arrival and dominance of the 

disastrous era of imperialism.  We should make a resolution to not slacken in our efforts to 

struggle free and liberate ourselves from this terrible era and this restrictive system. 

We are as though destitute in all of our affairs, impoverished from all sides and 

gradually having our lifespan shortened.  Only when we arrive at a substandard life is the 

imperialist system able to get increasing profit. 

 

There is only one road left to independence 

In order to be able to live in health; in order to have sufficient food and adequate clothing; in 

order not to lose the life that one was born into; in order to be able to live our full lifespan; in 

order to abolish the decline of conscious people to the level of animals; in order for our sons 

and daughters to have the chance to reach maturity; in order to completely eradicate the 

necessity that forces our brothers and sisters to earn a living in foul ways; in order to 

eradicate the high rates of disease and the frequency of crime, there is only one road left. 

 

The catastrophic epoch of imperialism 

As for that road, it is the uprooting and eradication of the ruinous imperialist system that is 

the root of so many kinds of calamities such as human oppression, natural disasters, 

starvation, and illness. 

The form of that foul system of imperialism is clear.  We have been fighting in the 

uprising at the frontlines for eight months already, but the capitalists have not yet given us 

our due concessions.  Although they have not yet given us these due concessions we are not 

disheartened.  We continue to fight with determination. 
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Those who die have lost nothing 

 We the multitude who have no position in life and everywhere face discrimination and lack 

equal rights lose nothing by marching into battle.  The most we have to lose is the life of 

slavery that we have presently fallen into. 

We who are the true owners of the world will succeed in taking back the whole world.  

Until that time, it will not be easy to maintain our solidarity, advance our knowledge and 

improve our situation. 

 

The virtues of the women strikers 

Not avoiding the sun or the rain, while enduring the capitalists’ unjust insults and harassment, 

so many thousands of women have supported the strike uprising in great poverty and 

suffering.  Hundreds of striking women have patiently assisted our great strike uprising, 

despite the threat of arrest and detention, fines, imprisonment, the confiscation of their 

property, excessive harassment by wicked people, being run over by motor cars, being 

kicked, and being beaten by the capitalist government. 

 

The imprisonment of the strike leaders 

The strike leaders who took the lead in shouldering responsibility for the many strike matters 

fought at the frontlines of the strike at risk of being obstructed under many articles of law, 

being expelled from the strike area, being prohibited from freely writing and giving speeches, 

being in an out of prison, and being fined. 

 

The role of monks 

The capitalist system has not only harmed the strike leaders but also monks who are the 

bearers of religious duty.  Just like when fingernails are pinched the fingertips hurt, so too 

monks cannot ignore the welfare of their religious supporters.  Among the monks who have 

participated and carried out tasks in the affairs of the strike, some have experienced the 

capitalists’ suppression such as by being imprisoned and harassed. 

 

The country’s virtue of charity 

The whole country has assisted the correct activities of our strike by providing financial 

support and helping with food provisions in order for our strike to be successful. 
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Young people and students throughout the country have helped out by physically 

carrying out activities and by providing advice.  The great strike uprising has been carried out 

based on such great sacrifices.  But, as we are not yet completely successful, how can we be 

in any way satisfied? 

Without doubt based on a brave and steadfast heroic spirit, driving out the capitalists, 

dedicating our life, let us grab the just strike weapon and fight. 

 

To occupy the auspicious land of the strike 

Our great strike uprising that began on the auspicious ground of the oil field gradually came 

to occupy that land. 

 

The Inquiry Committee 

At the same time that the great strike uprising first occurred the Inquiry Committee was 

formed which came solely to inquire into our grievances.  The fact that it was just an inquiry 

was disrespectful to us, so we ignored it and went on strike over it. 

 

The Conflict Resolution Tribunal 

With the emergence on a second occasion of the great strike uprising at the Syriam oil 

refinery a conflict resolution tribunal was appointed, with which the capitalists again agreed 

to comply. 

 

The power of the poor 

When the workers went on strike a third time over demand number 27, everyone across the 

whole of Burma was involved without a single person left out.  At that time the capitalists 

came under our power.  With the formation of an arbitration court that had authority over 

workers, which was higher that the conflict resolution tribunal, we continued fighting for all 

of our demands. 

 

The final goal 

After we get all of the things that we need on this occasion, no one will be able to argue that 

we will not succeed in fighting a fourth time for our final goal of independence. 
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The capitalists’ subterfuges 

In order to reclaim all the sacred property of our ancestors we must progressively and without 

rest fight our internal and external enemies who persecute us in our activities.  Our internal 

enemies are more difficult than our external enemies.  It is therefore very important for us to 

overcome difficulties like the lack of solidarity and the divisions among us, and our inability 

to free ourselves from the subterfuges of the capitalists’ lackeys. 

Along the route to our victory the capitalists variously harass us workers who have 

common economic interests.   

 

The extremely clever subterfuges of the capitalists 

We must be willing to sacrifice our lives.  Although the lackeys of the imperialist would 

seduce us with extremely clever subterfuges, we must be very careful not to lose the 

determined solidarity, the good relations and the goodwill among us. 

The capitalists carry out many kinds of subterfuges in order to divide groups of poor 

workers.  Therefore, it is important to overcome the capitalists’ divisive ploys so that our 

solidarity, like a bundle of bamboo sticks, will not break. 

 

The law of change of material and mental existence 

There is nothing that can go against the law of change of material and mental existence, 

progressively changing from being to decaying, and from decaying to becoming.  If we look 

back and reflect on history, it can be seen that there is continuous oscillation between these 

three actively changing states.  Ever since the emergence of the world and the emergence of 

humanity uncountable occurrences of being, decaying and becoming have ceaselessly and 

progressively advanced. 

 

As new leaves sprout forth, the old leaves fall 

Many modern systems have emerged in turn according to place and time.  Just like when new 

leaves sprout, the old leaves fall, when the lifespan of those systems comes to an end, they 

will cease to exist.  Outmoded eras will always surrender to new eras. 

The powerful system of imperialism conquered Burma, which had been dominated by 

feudalism.  Being conquered like that is commensurate with the nature of progress.  For many 

years Burmese nationals had planned to rebel and abolish the imperialist system.  Since the 

appropriate time had not yet arrived we could not go against the nature of that which cannot 

be opposed.  During the wave of modernity all those who opposed the imperialist system that 
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had raided Burma suffered oppression.  As a result of the imperialist system being extremely 

powerful, Burma, which had fallen into a state of backwardness, had to suffer the oppression 

of this new system. 

Just as the height of a tree stump is as much as you can see, the downtrodden masses 

who emerged as a result of the imperialist system have for some time started to fight and 

thereby bring to an end the imperialist system. 

Just as those of the feudal era contended with the imperialist system that could not be 

opposed, the imperialists, as though in a delirious frenzy, are thoughtlessly suppressing the 

propertyless who march to battle in their multitude.  That suppression will more quickly bring 

about the destruction of the imperialist system. 

 

Those without property will rise up in a second 

By suppressing us in that way the imperialists are just giving the appearance of extending the 

life of this system.  When the whole world is not calm, but rather boiling over in rebellion it 

is a sign that the powerful imperialist system will be destroyed.  We poor who have no 

property must organise the masses to quickly defeat the wicked imperialist system so that it 

will not be able advance.  We must now be mindful to ensure that the strike uprising of the 

great mass of workers, farmers and students across Burma grows each day.  Just as an old era 

dies when a new era comes into being, according to the law of change of material and mental 

existence the powerful imperialist system whose lifespan has come to an end will not remain 

in existence but will continue to decay, and will certainly have to give way to the era of the 

poor, which is growing in power, to be recorded by the historians of the future. 

The fact that the world is not at peace but is boiling over in rebellion is making 

problems for the imperialists everywhere and will provide us with a good opportunity before 

long.  With our un-diminishing inspiration that is not weak or inferior and will not retreat, we 

will completely act, plan, and strive steadfast with determination. 

 

A system where the king is bad and the king’s lackeys are bad 

The workers must fully endure the harm that has come throughout the period in which 

imperialist authority has been dominant.  Taking advantage of workers in many ways, such as 

by breathing with the workers’ nostrils and walking on the workers’ eyebrows, the capitalists 

make their livelihoods while living idle lives.  In order to abolish a system that causes kings 

and their lackeys to be wicked, a system in which those who have no possessions are worried 
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and those who have possessions are also worried, the first thing to do is to uproot and 

eradicate the unjust imperialist system. 

1) Strike! Strike! 
2) Let’s destroy the new administration! 
3) Let’s destroy capitalism! 

 

Chapter 11 

 

The oil field uprising11 

Because of the uprising that tests the strength of the capitalists and the workers everyone 

knows about the oilfield strike uprising that started about four months ago. 

Until now that great oil field strike uprising has not yet finished.  The whole country is 

in ceaseless turmoil. 

Therefore, it is very important that all the workers, farmers, and poor subordinate 

classes residing in Burma thoroughly understand the reasons for this great strike uprising. 

I will first of all provide a written account of how the capitalist owners of the oil 

company employ many kinds of methods to mistreat and suppress the poor workers. 

 

A system whereby those who work get nothing, while those who do not work get all 

The capitalist owners of the oil company are at present getting an in-the-pocket annual profit 

of 60 to 100 million kyat from Myanmar.  The amount of money paid as salaries to the 

workers is only about 7 to 10 million kyat for the whole year.  Out of the value of the new 

commodities and new luxury objects that we must hand over, which are only produce after 

we invest our strength and work to exhaustion, we only have the right to take about ten per 

cent. 

With the establishment of this upside-down system according to which those who work 

do not get profit, while only those who do not work get profit this country is in turmoil from 

all sides. 

 

The BOC’s general store 

Employing many kinds of selfish, burning, greedy, deceitful, wicked measures the capitalists 

take back all the money being paid out as monthly wages to our poor workers. 

                                                      
11 The oil workers’ uprising began in January 1938.  The statement in the first sentence below that the strikes 
began “four months ago” may indicate that this is an earlier portion of text written in May 1938.  In order to aid 
coherency, a chapter break has been added here, which does not exist in the original text. 
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The workers are getting an average daily wage of one kyat. Out of that one kyat 25 per 

cent (one quarter) must be fully repaid to the overpriced general store that the company 

opened, which is called a rice warehouse.  Two per cent must be paid to the government as 

capitation tax.  The poor workers must bear a burden of indirect taxation that must be paid as 

10 annas per gallon of gasoline and 5 annas per gallon of petroleum, which the company 

extracts and sells. 

 

The workers must endure as much harm as occurs  

On Sundays and days off taken for household matters and for ill health workers do not get 

wages.  When the day’s work time has finished, although it is time to return home, the 

capitalist’s white-faced lackeys say that the company’s work is important and display their 

utmost power to force the workers to work unpaid overtime and thereby extort from the 

workers for the company. 

In various ways the capitalists forcibly retake through fines the monthly wages paid to 

the workers.  For example, they fine workers who arrive late at the workplace due to 

unexpected reasons at a rate of 2 annas for being 20 minutes late and 2 annas to 1 kyat for 

being half an hour late.  If the workers are more than half an hour late they are fired from 

work.  Or the capitalists temporarily close the workplace for one day, one week, two weeks, 

four weeks or one month without paying wages. 

If the workers break workplace awls, chisels and other tools that are old and worn-out, 

they must pay a fine that is four to five times the value of the broken tool.  In order to be 

exempt from that kind of fine the workers replace the broken tool at their own expense.  That 

system is an indirect way of making the workers purchase and replace broken tools in the 

workplace. 

Whenever the company is frustrated it frequently looks for offences, forces workers to 

take time off and does not pay those workers their wages.  The company pockets the wages 

owed to workers who are forced to take time off.  Other workers must collectively take on the 

work duties of those workers.  This system is a means of reducing the company’s expenses 

while forcing the workers to work more. 

With the help of a doctor the company claims that a worker is no longer healthy or is 

very weak and on these grounds has fired uncountable numbers of workers who were nearing 

the time when they were about to retire and get their pension.  In oppressive ways the high-

waged lackeys of the capitalists tyrannise old workers who are getting high wages for having 
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worked a long time, such as by reducing their wages, looking for offenses and firing these 

workers, appointing new people in their place and paying these new workers only low wages. 

Well diggers, drillers and carpenters, after working for a long time, must endure being 

progressively demoted to guard duty, oil filler work and coolie work.  The capitalists do not 

pay compensation to workers whose limbs become mangled due to accidents at the 

workplace and who, being disabled, cannot return to a normal life.  Instead of helping them 

by extending a bamboo stick to a drowning person, the capitalists let these workers sink. 

 

The enormous benevolence of the capitalists 

The thing that the capitalists extremely fear is the compensation that they will have to give to 

the workers.  The capitalists make a special effort to provide medical treatment to completely 

heal the injuries of workers harmed at the workplace because they are worried that they will 

have to pay compensation to these workers.  However, as for workers whom a doctor is 

unable to help, the capitalists make excuses and blame the workers so as not to have to pay 

compensation.  In neighbourhoods and townships that have large companies, if we look at the 

fact that the company hospitals are even better than the government hospitals, the capitalists’ 

benevolence can be seen. 

 

The capitalist system that shortens the lifespan of workers 

 Always, where four to five people are needed to work, the number of people is reduced and 

just one is employed, thereby shortening workers’ lifespan, as everyone knows. 

   

An example 

While a car travelling 50 miles per day can last 10 years, a car travelling a longer journey of 

100 miles per day can in no way last 10 years.  In order for the capitalists to get more profit, 

the poor workers must die prematurely. 

Now is not a time of war.  During this time of peace in the country, the many evil 

spirits of the imperialist system have bewitched the many poor workers. 

 

A modern Kakawilliya 

The capitalists are able to get a profit of tens of millions of kyat each year using nothing but 

the physical and mental diligence of the workers.  Yet these capitalists disregard the obvious 
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suffering of the workers.  This is evident by looking at the situation of the rows of houses that 

the capitalists build for the workers. 

The capitalists build rows of houses with no concerned at all about the health of the 

workers.  A single room for a workers’ whole family to sleep in is 10 feet by 10 feet.  And 

there is no partition to divide the bedroom from another 10 feet by 6 feet room that is used for 

many things such as a parlour, a dining room, a living room, or to put household furniture.  

The two-story houses built for a single European to reside in are 1,800 square feet in area.  It 

is possible to know that living with brothers and sisters, children and parents in those very 

cramped row houses in which people should not live harms workers’ health and moral 

behaviour. 

As a result of there being only one window in each home, aside from not being able to 

get regular clean air, there are various things that severely impact workers’ mental wellbeing 

and health, such as the easy transmission of many kinds of illnesses, the distance of only ten 

feet from the floor up to the edge of the roof overhang, and the fact that workers’ families 

must live cramped together in narrow rooms that become boiling hot because the roof easily 

transmits the heat of the sun, which is worse for health than having to stay out in the hot sun. 

At the very least what can be said is that the bone dry, intensely hot weather at the oil 

field bears witness to the fact that the workers’ living situation is worse than the living 

situation of “the happy house of the very poor Kakawilliya husband and wife with walls of 

thorns, a leaf roof, posts made of thin trees, like a pig pen under the sun, with a brick pillow, 

no pot, no mat and an earth bed” from the play Kakawilliya written by U Pu Nya. 

 

Poisonous gases 

The workers who work on the oil fields breathe in daily the poisonous gases from sulphur and 

petroleum.  After becoming ill, the workers do not get sufficient paid time off to get 

treatment, and they do not dare to contemplate the day-by-day deterioration of their health. 

As for the white-faced Europeans, in accordance with their living situation at the 

worksite and the houses that the company provides, not only do they not have to breathe in 

like the workers the harmful polluted air, but also since doctors take care of them and closely 

monitor them, it can be said that their health is not at all impacted. 

Aside from that, the company gives the Europeans a full six months of wages and first 

class travel fare every three years. 
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As everyone knows, when the capitalists practiced a method of giving from the right 

and taking from the left and cut out the workers’ days off for religious holidays, it was like a 

spark that caused the strike uprising to burst into flames. 

 

A wicked system 

Workers must endure becoming disabled for the profit of the capitalists.  They are unable to 

fulfil their life’s potential.  As a result of becoming afflicted with many kinds of foul illnesses 

they are unable to achieve the life of a human being.  With a sunburnt back, their hair falling 

out, wearing only thread-bear clothing, eating only leftover rice, they live on nothing but 

water.  They must sacrifice their lives prematurely.  And if we look at the situation of 

education, we can only study that which, in order to prolongs this life of slavery, says “May 

the king be strong! May his officials be powerful! May his life be long!” 

Being unable to endure the oppression of a wicked, unjust, out-of-control system as 

despicable as that, the workers had no choice but to take hold of the strike weapon and fight 

back against the capitalists.  It is quite clear that the oil field strike uprising emerged because 

the capitalists violated human rights.  Therefore, the cause of this man-made suffering which 

brought about the oil field uprising is solely the responsibility of the capitalist owners of the 

oil company. 

 

Economic losses caused by the strike 

The oil companies get as profit an average of approximately 150,000 to 200,000 kyat per day 

as revenue from all of the new indirect means.  Their wealth has decreased as much as that 

since the start of the strike uprising about four months ago. 

It can be known through examination that this great strike uprising that emerged due to 

the instigations of the capitalists has had a negative impact on the businesses of the poor 

vendors in Myanmar who carry their wares upon their heads.  When a boat capsizes, it is not 

very serious for the boat owner, but for the sailors on the boat the loss of their meagre 

possessions is very serious indeed. 

However long the duration of the system of capitalist imperialism those without assets 

will worry, while those with assets will also worry.  Only when the poor workers are free will 

everyone be free.  The imperative for everyone who wants independence is to provide 

reinforcements for the oil field workers who are uprooting the imperialists system.  This is a 

great responsibility that cannot be refused. 
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Excerpt from the newspaper Do-Let-Yon published in Sittwe 

Thakin Ko Daw Hmaing’s request to all the people of the country for the sake of the oil 
workers 

 

To elaborate on the history of Yenan-chaung, the oil field was at first called the Seik-thar rest 

town.  At this site was located the simultaneously flashing six-coloured rays around the head 

of the Buddha in the famous Great Saturday Pagoda at the Shwe-myin-tin entrance of the 

Mutaw Pagoda, which was established by King Thiri-dhamma-thawka.  Subsequently, in the 

time of Bagan and Inwa the name of the site was changed to Ye-nant-thar.  Then, after a very 

long time, the name was changed to Yenan-chaung Town, which means “the pungent liquid 

flows like a river”.  Aside from the Myanmar historical chronicle, the history of this 

auspicious and resource rich land, which has been famous in Myanmar these three times, for 

these three reasons, with these three names, is described in the town records as follows. 

During the reigns of the 55 kings, in the country of Bagan that was called 

Arimaddanapura, in the year 268 during the reign of King Tannet who was the 36th king, 

King Tannet was killed by his sucessor King Salay-khweh, and he passed away to the abode 

of celestial beings.  In order to avoid being killed as well, the great queen fled along with 12 

royal households.  When they arrived in the great forest that was called the Seit-thar rest 

place, they saw a pungent liquid flowing out onto the clean ground.  The queen bought this 

land from the chief of the Seit-thar rest town and she designated the areas located at the four 

cardinal directions as follows: 

1) To the east, Taung-kha-maut 
2) To the west, Phya-gyi-taung 
3) To the south, Yin-min-lint-taung, which was a part of Yaut-thwa 
4) To the north, Kyaut-ma-sin 

 

The 12 royal households of King Tannet’s queen and her family went on to live in those four 

areas.  They dug wells in order to obtain the oil, which they sold as a means of livelihood. 

During the reign of King Anawrahta Minsaw, who was a descendent six generations 

from the reign of the King Salay-khweh mentioned above, the holy Pitaka texts arrived at 

Bagan from the country of Thaton, which was called Suvarnabhumi.  The king gave an order 

that the Pitaka texts were to be wiped with petroleum so that they would not be destroyed by 

creatures such as cockroaches, ants and mice.  Feeling a sense of goodwill, the royal families 

mentioned above carried out the meritorious deed of wiping the Pitaka texts as an act of 

charity. 
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Four generations after Anawrahta Minsaw, during the reign King Alaungsithu who 

ruled at Mye-wen, while he was travelling around Ye-nant-thar, he arrived at Yin-min-lint-

taung, which was a part of Yaut-thwa in the area of the Seit-thar rest town, which was also 

called Twin-haung.  All of the descendents of the queen were busy enjoying themselves in 

the pleasant area of the oil wells at Yenan-chaung and did not go and pay their respects to the 

king.  King Alungsithu was therefore displeased and executed seven of these royal women 

including the wives of the Duke of Nyaung-oak Town and of the Duke of Shwe-nyaung 

Town, along with their siblings.  After they died, these individuals became spirits at that site 

and they stayed as guardians of the oil wells.  Since ancient times, the local people have 

propitiated these spirits, who had belonged to the families holding hereditary rights to work 

the oil wells. 

A verse of prayer 

Great masters and benefactors, seven queens and your famous siblings including 
Nyaung-oak, Nyaung-shwe, Salay-htee-lin, Kya-bin-poppa, Nyaug-yan, and the 
Brahmin, please come to eat, please come to drink.  You are always invited.  May 
we pray so much that froth comes out of our mouths.  May we pray so much that 
our throats dry up.  Please protect us.  We worship your spirits with this prayer. 

 
Starting from that time, the oil of the earth began to be called by the name of “yenan”.  

In the year 863, during the Yadanapura Inwa era, in the reign of King Shwe-nan-kyaw-shin, 

there was a revolt led by Shwe-naw-ya-hta’s slave Nga-thaut-kyar, which included thieves, 

robbers and rebels.  During that revolt, the high official Maung Shwe-kyaing, who was given 

the title of the Kammathaziwa Duke of Ye-nant-thar Town, which is now known as Yeanan-

chaung, lay down his life for the victory of King Shwe-nan-kyaw-shin.  The matter of the 

Duke of Ye-nant-thar Town sacrificing his life for Shwe-nan-kyaw-shin was written down as 

a memorial in the ancient chronicles.  

In Yenan-chaung Town, which is full of the treasures of human life and of spiritual life 

as explained above, the heads of the families holding hereditary rights to the oil wells 

continued to send only oil to the kings Thunapayan, Kammadeepa, Kanbawza, 

Yamanyapatchan, Bagan, Myin-saing, Sagaing-pinya, Inwa-tapya, and Yadana-theit, to be 

used for wiping the holy Pitaka texts.  They were not required to send any other kinds of 

taxes.  The proud and virtuous dynasty of those who held hereditary rights to these oil wells, 

and the situation of the people of the auspicious town of Yenan-chaung, collapsed due to bad 

fortune, as is written in the Myanmar historical chronicles.  The glory and power of the king 

vanished.  The town of Konbaung [Mandalay] became dark.  The great country lost its 

purpose.  The royal and holy umbrellas and the royal palace became useless, and the town of 
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Konbaung was completely destroyed.  Given the conditions that befell those three things, it 

would have been better to have died than to have been born in that empty era.  

Along with the destruction of Mandalay at that time, in the troubled year of 1247 

[1885] in a criminal act concerning the issue of the Toungoo forest, the capitalists who had 

established the Bombay-Burmah Trading Corporation fought the Myanmar king and all of 

Myanmar was lost to the king of England.  Starting from that time, the hereditary managers 

of the oil wells of Yenan-chaung Town in Myanmar, having nothing to rely on, were weak 

and the oil wells fell into the hands of the truly vast capitalist BOC.  For this reason we 

quickly lost our dignity.  All of the oil workers, who are poor coolies born in Myanmar, have 

been forced to earn a livelihood in deep poverty by the wealthy BOC capitalists.  In that way, 

the unjust capitalist ideology that is contrary to the law of nature arrived in the country of the 

Burmese people.  Despite the fact that all of the poor oil field workers have been struggling 

for so long, using up all of their energy like draft animals, they have suffered without enough 

money to use, food to eat, or decent clothing to wear.  Therefore, once in 1922, once in 1925, 

and now in 1938, the poor workers have challenged the BOC capitalists by preparing for war, 

completely stopping work and not going to the worksite.  Fighting with the just weapon of 

the strike, the workers have been clamouring like the troops deployed for the war between 

Indra and the Asuras. 

In that way the first strike began.  It was followed by a second.  Since the poor workers 

were not successful in those strikes that involved work stoppages, and given the continued 

mistreatment by the aforementioned BOC capitalists, those poor suffering workers have now 

gone on strike for a third time and have stopped work for nearly seven months. 

The matter of all of those poor suffering oil workers fighting in that work stoppage first 

began at Chauk Town, and then spread to Yenan-chaung Town and crossed various roads and 

villages.  The use of the strike weapon has now spread to the town of Syriam, in the centre of 

which, during the Yadanapura Inwa period, the patriotic Myanmar king Anauk-bet-lon-min 

tied up on a platform the white-faced Portuguese man named Ngazinga, who was a genuine 

robber of bad character, and executed him with a guillotine. 

As the use of the strike weapon has been spreading out and proliferating, the 

aforementioned BOC capitalists have had to accept the formation of a two-party negotiation 

body.  Yet, despite this acceptance, over two thousand people are still engaged in work 

stoppages at worksites such as Yenan-chaung, Chauk and across various roads and villages.  

As a means of deception the capitalists have claimed that there is no longer any oil field 

strike.  In particular, the capitalists are still making various excuses about this and that. 
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The BOC capitalists will not, however, concede and bring the strike to an end.  The 

workers therefore believe that the strike, which is a win or lose contest, will continue until 

they get their demands. 

If that is the case, the poor oil workers will continue to strive day and night, without 

breaking their determination.  For whom are they making this effort? 

The BOC capitalists are the biggest capitalists in Myanmar.  In challenging these 

capitalists the workers are using the strike weapon in order to ensure that all of their issues of 

grievances are eliminated. 

If this great labour affair is successful, then the capitalist will be weakened and 

humbled before the workers in Myanmar.  And the oppression that they have carried out will 

decrease in accordance with that humility.  If, however, those oil workers lose in this great 

matter, the entire capitalist class in Myanmar will become more overwhelming and more 

emboldened and it is certain that all of the workers in all areas of the country will become 

more and more oppressed. 

That being the case, only after there is victory in the great oil strike will all the workers 

be comfortable.  And in order to be successful all that remains needed is money.  What is the 

money needed for?  It is needed so that the assembly of strikers will not be destitute in food 

and drink during the days of work stoppage.  And it is needed for carrying out many other 

matters for the success of the strike. 

Therefore, I can now no longer stay silent.  I request donations of any amount from all 

the people of the country who fully support the striking oil workers, so as to strengthen the 

strike force that has been fighting, and so that the workers will be victorious in the battle 

against the BOC capitalists.  

I take this opportunity to request that all those who want the workers to be successful in 

this matter send financial donations to me in person or by mail to my home address listed 

below as quickly as possible and with as much generosity as you have. 

 

Thakin Ko Daw Hmaing 
Number 5, Chantha Road 
Kyondaw New Quarter, 
Kyimyintaing Township 

 
The year 1300, 6 days after the full moon of Waso [17 July 1938] 
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Oil field leaders who are members of the Dobama workers association 
 

Yenan-chaung Town Worker Leaders 
 
Thakin Ba Maung Thakin San Hlaing 
Thakin Hlaing Thakin Saw Pe 
Thakin Pe Gyi Thakin Aye Maung 
Thakin Ba Shin Thakin Inmayut 
Thakin Htun Tin Thakin Maung Lay 

 
Chauk Town Worker Leaders 

 
Thakin Bo Hla Thakin Htun Khin 
Thakin Pe Than Thakin Ba Tin 
Thakin Khin Thakin Maung Kyi 
Thakin Thin Thakin Ngwe Shan 
Thakin Lwin Thakin Tint 

 
Syriam Town Worker Leaders 

 
Thakin Ba Thakin Naran Hsin 
Thakin Htun Hla Thakin Barghouti 
Thakin Bo Chin  Thakin Hpo Gya Hsin 
Thakin Nyunt Thakin Thein Maung 
Thakin Hla Hmaing Thakin Soe 

 
People who have come and helped out from the 

Yangon Central Dobama Association Office 
 

Thakin Lay Maung Thakin San Htun Hla 
Thakin Thein Aung Thakin Thein Maung 
Thakin Tin Maung Thakin Nu 
Thakin Mya (lower house 
member of parliament) 

Thakin Hla Maung 

Thakin Than Htun Thakin Ko Daw Hmaing 
 

Aside from joining in and carrying out activities for the workers’ benefit, the people listed 

above are truly sincere in all of their characteristics. 

 

Excerpt from the article “The oil field uprising” in the Do bama 
Association’s Proclamation Journal, volume 1, issue 5 

 
Slogans from the oil field: 

•  Our country – Our land – Our oil! 
•  Do the employers have the right to strangle the oil field workers? 
•  The coalition government is an accomplice in this crime! 
•  We have no need for the new administration that defends capitalists! 
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Starting on 9 January a total of over 10,000 oil field workers stopped work for over 60 days.  

We know all of their demands and decisions according to the second meeting of the oil field 

workers.  In order for you to know these demands they are accurately reproduced below. 

 

Demands and grievances of the oil field workers  

1) The grievance of Thakin Khin who was fired from his job with no rights; 
 

2) To change all workers from daily wages to monthly salaries; 
 
3) To provide 53 days off per year; 
 
4) The company is to inform the workers’ association regarding demands 1, 2 and 3 within 3 

days; 
 
5) To recognise that the workers continue their work stoppage; 
 
6) To administer the BOC schools according to a committee formed with representatives 

from the workers’ association; 
 
7) To remove the current doctors from the company hospital and appoint in their place one 

government doctor and one worker doctor; 
 
8) To upgrade the BOC workers’ quarters in accordance with health requirements;  
 
9) The company and worker representatives to jointly administer the rice warehouse; 
 
10) To abolish the Labour Bureau and establish a workers’ protection office; 

 
11) To translate the retirement bank books into Burmese; 

 
12) For the workers to be able to reside without restriction in the workers’ quarters and 

Dhamma halls; 
 
13) To cease the groundless dismissal of workers by the Labour Bureau;  
 
14) To prohibit threats and harassment by police informers; 

 
15) For the workday to be 8 hours not 12; 

 
16) For workers to be able to withdraw their bonuses prior to the completion of 5 years of 

work; 
 

17) To prohibit the government from destroying homes on the oil field; 
 
18) To pay the unpaid money for Yenan-chaung workers that was due on 10 January from the 

financial profit of the rice warehouse; 
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19) To return to national workers the oil fields that have been in the hand of the capitalists for 

50 years; 
 

20) To increase the three months of half pay granted to patients admitted to hospital to one 
month of full wages and half pay for the remaining two months. 

 

The following committee members issued the above demands to the company in order 
to address those needs and grievances 

 

1) Labour U Tha Hlaing 
2) Dobama Association Chairperson Thakin Lay Maung 
3) Thakin Thin 
4) Thakin Kha 
5) Thakin Ba Tin 
6) Thakin Aung Pe 
7) “Master of myself” Thakin Mya  

 

Not only have the above demands not yet been granted, but the workers have also suffered... 

1) The government’s use of Section 144 and Section 124(a); 
2) The mass arrest of the wives of workers; 
3) Being beaten with batons; 
4) The use of police power; 
5) The prosecution of labour leaders; and 
6) The physical mistreatment of women by the police. 
 

The BOC employers have not given a written response to the workers’ demands.  Not only 

must the poor workers endure the disrespect of the wealthy capitalists, but they must also 

endure the one-sided interventions of government officials with a curfew and an order 

prohibiting assemblies.  Although Prime Minister Doctor Ba Maw and Trade Minister Doctor 

Thein Maung abolished some of the one-sided interventions of government officials we have 

heard that an order was issued at the time that they visited the site of the oil field strike. 

Although newspapers have stated that the situation of the poor workers has somewhat 

improved from the earlier restrictions of the government officials, actually nothing very 

special has changed with the arrival of the Poor Man’s Party prime minister and trade 

minister concerning the grievances of the striking workers 

The prime minister and trade minister have published a statement concerning the work 

stoppage.  The statement admits that the present coalition government is a puppet government 

and a traitor that supports the new administration which protects the capitalists and prolongs 

the enslavement of Burma.  The reason for this is that their statement says that there is 



48 

nothing they can do, that there is no law enabling them to intervene, and that despite a 

Committee of Inquiry being formed and dispatched, the government, otherwise known as the 

Poor Man’s Party prime minster, has no authority to do anything.  Starting from today let us 

declare that we will have no faith in any capitalist government. 

If we consider the stubbornness of the BOC bosses, it is because of the laws that the 

government has promulgated which make it very difficult to relieve the problems of the oil 

field workers. 

In this situation, in order to encourage the workers to continue their strike for a long 

time we need the following: 

1) Financial power; 
2) People power; 
3) Meetings; 
4) Activist marches; 
5) To propose laws in the parliament of Burma concerning workplace conflict (for 

worker protection); 
6) To temporarily suspend parliament and have the opportunity to discuss the issue of 

the workers with the government; 
7) If this is not possible, then to submit a statement that we have no confidence in 

parliament and we have no confidence in the government; 
8) And finally, if these are not achieved, parliamentary representatives are to boycott 

parliament. 
 

We are now carrying out numbers one through six, and we will continue to carry them 

out. 

In stating that we have no confidence in the government, this means that even the 

national government has failed. 

Seven members of parliament have supported this statement (three Thakins, one 

Fabian, one Labour, and two other members of parliament). 

Those who did not support this statement are opponents of the true patriotic heroes.  In 

order to help the striking oil field workers a general conference of all the people in the whole 

city was held at Queen’s Park in Yangon.  At Shwedagon Pagoda a meeting was held to 

address as the main issues the ill treatment of the women strikers. 

After that, the participants marched around the city in a tumultuous crowd opposing the 

capitalists.  We were successful.  The whole city became agitated.  The great agitational 

energy spread across the whole country like a forest fire.   

Not only do we Burmese feel hurt for all of our nationals, but we also feel for the 

workers who are our benefactors.  Acting as slaves on behalf of their masters, the police 

roughly manhandled the young women strikers and put large numbers of them onto 
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overloaded lorries and carried them off like animals.  These women were locked in a room 

owned by the BOC, given no permission to urinate, and given no food.  The police used 

batons to beat and injure the women involved in strike support who were then sent to hospital 

unconscious with broken limbs.  It is therefore quite clear that the Burmese government is a 

capitalist government. 

Just like a host who feeds the best curry to the most powerful guests, the fact of being a 

government that protects only the capitalists while oppressing the poor can no longer be 

denied.  Take a look among us Burmese.  The fact that the workers who are your benefactors 

must endure oppression is a sign that in time you as well will have to endure oppression.  We 

plan to take down the prime minister’s cabinet which is the trusted servant of our masters, the 

white-faced government.  If this coalition government is no good, the next government will 

be even worse.  So we will boycott parliament.  We will recall our representatives.  Is it not 

time for the organisation of oil field workers to start organising every worker in Burma?  The 

Burmese can no longer endure the situation and are awakening and rising up.  Will we fully 

repel this injustice?  When Thakin Mya submitted a proposal to discuss in the legislative 

parliament the news of the oppression of the oil field workers by government officials and 

their subordinate civil servants, interior minister U Baw Htun rejected it.  The lead lawyer U 

Thein Maung, who does one kernel of meritorious action for every one viss12 of evil, said that 

the proposal was not in line with the law.  The chairperson of Salween Township U Chit 

Hlaing also rejected it.  According to statement of Poor Man’s Party Prime Minister Doctor 

Ba Maw in opposition to the proposal, the proposal was an insult against all of us Burmese 

and workers around the world.  Acting in this way, these so-called great Burmese leaders 

have revealed their true character.  These so-called Burmese leaders have come to the end of 

their roles.  It is clear that the senior figures in Burma are afraid, and with their close relations 

with the government and the capitalists they have no compassion for the poor workers. 

You Burmese workers must rely on yourselves.  You must have solidarity.  We are 

striving hard for your benefit.  We are looking for financial support and we are agitating for 

you.  All of the poor Burmese people have not forgotten you.  The workers of the world 

recognise the importance of this strike.  If you die, you will be buried.  If you live, you will 

have a great success.  After a turn of the worst, there will a turn of the best.  You must stand 

your ground against the capitalists who are sucking your blood.  We are acting collectively in 

                                                      
12 1 viss equals about 1.63 kilograms, or 3.6 pounds. 
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order to help you.  All of the workers of Burma are joining together and marching to help 

you. 

The Burmese workers must unite.  Not only capitalists but also governments tremble in 

fear at your strike weapon.  It will not be long before we raise the flag of victory.  Our great 

Dobama Association has come marching to help. 

 

 

Excerpt from the Dobama Association’s Proclamation Journal, volume 1, 

issue 5 

The Thakins who are serving the workers in the Syriam strike uprising 

 

When the fire of the oil field strike had set the whole country ablaze like a rattan fire, we 

heard that the Syriam BOC workers went on strike.  The strike weapon is the completely just 

weapon of the masses who lack financial power.  Compared with the bloody actions of the 

capitalist, our actions are polite.  We Burmese workers use this polite weapon while we are 

suffering injustice. 

Despite the Syriam workers submitting their grievances in advance through the relevant 

channels it has been like playing a harp to a water buffalo.   The strike began on the first day 

of the month of Waso this year [12 July 1938].  Having seen with their own eyes the divisive 

measures and the ideology of exploitation of the Syriam BOC, the Indian and Burmese 

workers have gone on strike and demonstrated their strength, increasing in number with each 

passing day from 1,000 to 2,000, and from 2,000 to over 3,000 striking workers. 

 

The core grievances of the Syriam BOC workers 

 

1) In giving time off for illness with three months per year at half pay, to pay full salary for 
the first month; 
 

2) Those who are ill and hospitalised for over three months to be able to return to their 
former positions of employment when they recover; 

 
3) To provide workers with full housing, water and electricity in accordance with health 

requirements; 
 

4) To pay a pension to workers who have worked for 20 years; and to only terminate 
workers with over ten years experience who are no longer able to work after paying them 
a bonus of one full month’s wages for each year that they have worked; 
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5) To give one month off aside from paid days off for regular government holidays; 
 
6) To change the wage payments of those on day-rates to be monthly salaries. 
 

These demands and grievances are not contrary to what is fair.  And they are not in 

opposition to the law of the government.  They do not deviate from the central demands of 

workers in all countries around the world.  The Scottish workers in the native Scotland of the 

wealthy BOC capitalists similarly insist on fully getting these fair demands.  It should 

therefore be repeatedly born in mind that these demands are just.  It is very appropriate for all 

the demands of the Syriam strikers to be immediately met. 

The prime minister and the trade minister made clear in their statements at Yenan-

chaung that the coalition government is powerless concerning the issue of the workers.  

However, at the instigation of the minister of trade, the patron U Thwin formed a special 

tribunal to resolve the issue of the Syriam strike.  Submitted to the tribunal as the BOC 

representatives were the Yangon BOC manager Mr. Ropa and the owner of the Syriam BOC 

Mr. Busanin.  Submitted from the side of the striking workers were U Khayminda from the 

Syrian Minkyaung Monastery, Thakin Kha, Thakin Pe Than and Thakin Hlaing, as well as 

Thakin Ba and Thakin Narayansin who took on leadership roles.  According to the transcript 

of the tribunal, the company stated that 711 people had not gone to work and a resolution 

could not yet be reached.  

We do not have power or influence in the tribunal.  The tribunal can only mediate.  We 

are therefore still waiting unsatisfied in this particular confrontation of capitalists and workers 

who are permanently in conflict. 

Some political factions are accusing the Thakins of inciting the strike in order to spread 

the Thakin ideology.  The accusation of spreading the ideology of the Thakins is not true.  

The reason is that the ideology of the Thakins is not a complicated ideology.  The ideology of 

the Dobama Association is the ideology of all the Burmese people.  We are preaching the 

liberation of Burma and the establishment of a paradise on earth and a great world of 

equality.  We share this same basic aim with all of the political factions in Burma. 

In truth, the Thakins did not ignite the fire in the strike.  It was only after the arrival of a 

really difficult situation in the strike areas that the Thakin leaders visited to give speeches.  

For example, at the Syriam worksite the Indians and Burmese were divided.  The company 

was worried that the fire of the oil field strikes would spread to Syriam and therefore 

intervened with restrictions.  It was only after the company’s restrictions that the oil field 
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workers realised that they needed to join together.  The workers came to realise that in good 

weather or in bad they shared the same situation.  They then made demands about their 

grievances.  Employing devious means the company formed a committee with 21 members.  

Was it not the case that the committee was discarded only after the workers did not accept it?  

Was it not the case that only after that committee was discarded the workers called the 

Thakin leaders?  Has any political party other than the Dobama Association endured 

imprisonment and restriction under section 144 in order to go out and help the Syriam strike?  

We want to know. 

The great national association (the great Dobama Association) is here for all of us 

Burmese and you workers to rely on.  It has been only the Thakin leaders who have been 

willing to endure any hardship in order to go anywhere to serve you.  Always beware that the 

people, whether of higher or lower rank, who come to demand your taxes and ask for your 

vote, look on with indifference when you are suffering. 
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IV. BURMESE TEXT 13 

 

                                                      
13 Note: This text was quite poorly edited and has, among other errors, incorrect page numbering in places. 
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